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Did You Know?

Welcome to our programme brochure for the Clan McGrath International Gathering 2020. Bringing together the McGrath diaspora, we will gather in the beautiful homeland of our ancestors.
The McGrath Gathering 2020, will be based in the historic
town of Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. The gathering has
been put together through the dedication of our volunteers
in the Clan McGrath Society / Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith.
Based in Ulster, the society was established in 2012 to be a
vehicle to drive forward our aim to promote our clan at
national and international level, establish close bonds and
build a platform for historical and genealogical research.
In this brochure we are excited to provide details of the
breath-taking venue for our gathering, the Lough Erne Resort. Located on its own island on the shores of the beautiful lough, the resort offers five star
accommodation, a health spa and two championship golf courses. The Lough Erne Resort came to
global prominence when it hosted world leaders at the 39th G8 Summit in 2013. Accommodation
is now available at a favourable rate. Details on booking are in this brochure.
Also included is a wide range of alternative local accommodation, including hotels, bed and
breakfast and self-catering rental accommodation.
Our programme has taken shape around our core themes of history, heritage, culture, clan and
features historic tours of sites associated with our clan’s history in the counties of Donegal, Tyrone and Fermanagh, seminars by genealogy and family history experts, living history displays,
lectures and discussions, a clan memorial service, clan gala dinner and much more. For updates
keep in touch via our website and social media, we update regularly and details are in this brochure. Finally, an appeal to join our society and contribute to your Clan. Details on joining are
below. The Clan McGrath Society looks forward to welcoming you home.

M C G R AT H S O C I A L M E D I A P R E S E N C E . . .

JOIN THE SOCIETY TODAY:
Registration is simple and FREE !!

Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / the Clan McGrath Society operates two official Facebook
pages and a twitter page:

www.facebook.com/clanmcgrath
www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020
www.twitter.com/Clan_McGrath
YWhen posting McGrath related social media, why not tag with our gathering hashtags #mcgrathgathering2020 and #HistoryHeritageCultureClan and help spread
our clan network.

Email: info@clanmcgrath.org and provide the
following information:
1. Your Name
2. Your mailing address.
3. Your email address
4. Location and details
of your earliest known
McGrath ancestor.
We will then contact you with your membership
number and certificate….simple !!
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T H E L O C AT I O N - E N N I S K I L L E N , C O U N T Y F E R M A N A G H
The beautiful historic town of Enniskillen is situated at the centre of Fermanagh. The town has been developed on a natural island which
separates upper and lower Lough Erne. Enniskillen’s population is approximately 11,500 people and is the largest town in Fermanagh.
The Town
Enniskillen town centre is firmly built along
the long, narrow Main St, which actually
changes name six times along its length!
This gives Enniskillen a real sense of bustle
and life as well as imbuing the shops with
their own unique character. High Street
Stores sit comfortably beside small independent traders.

Enniskillen Castle on the shores of Lough Erne

The proximity of Lough Erne to the town centre and the abundance of boat moorings, adds a continental feel to the town and is a major
centre of activities and events throughout the year. The large number of small bars and restaurants provide the very best in hospitality to
the visitor and great food and drink made from the finest local produce.
At the centre of Enniskillen is the Town Hall, completed in 1901 it his home to the six story clock tower which can be seen from a wide
area adorned with statues commemorating Enniskillen’s proud military history. The bandstand outside the Town Hall is regularly used
throughout the summer bring a vibrant cultural aspect to the heart of the town.
At the west end of Main Street and opposite each other are St. MacCartan’s Church of Ireland Cathedral and St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church. St. MacCartan’s, built in 1842, is noted for it’s bells, with one in particular having been caste from a cannon used at the Battle of
the Boyne. St. Michael’s built in 1875 has a distinctive steep roof and is noted for its stained glassed window of Saint Molaise, the founder
of Devenish Monastery. The Clan McGrath Gathering will visit Devenish as part of our McGrath Gathering 2020 programme.
The Castle
Lying on the Lough shore and dominating the waterway between
lower and upper Lough Erne is Enniskillen Castle. The castle was originally home to the Maguire Gaelic Chieftains. The Maguire rule lasted
for 300 years from the 13th to 17th century. Having established their
rule first in the area of Lisnaskea, one of the junior branches of the
Clan under Hugh ‘The Hospitable’ Maguire established a second
stronghold at Enniskillen in the 15th century. Although an exact date
for the construction of the castle is not known, Hugh ‘The Hospitable’
Maguire died in 1428 after returning to Ireland from pilgrimage to
Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The castle must have been completed sometime before then, probably in the 1420s. The earliest reference to the castle is in the Annals of Ulster is 1439, the text tells of
King Tomas Og (the young) Maguire being held captive at his own
Bartlett’s 1602 map depicting Enniskillen Castle and the Clan McGrath lands and Lough Derg
castle in Enniskillen by Domnall ‘The Freckled’ Maguire. The Clan
McGrath Gathering 2020 will explore the relationship between the Clan McGrath and Clan Maguire as well as the other dynastic Clans
O’Donnel of Tyrconnell (Donegal) and O’Neill of Tyrone, through the principal historic events recorded in the Annals and the sites associated with them, including Termonmagrath and the pilgrimage at Lough Derg.
Explore more….
Strategically placed, Enniskillen let’s you explore the wonderful Lakelands of
Ulster and the many, many places of interest on its doorstep. Like the beautifully restored 19th century Butter Market, now one of Ireland’s premier craft
centres located in the heart of the town. On the outskirts of Enniskillen is the
magnificent neo-classical mansion of Castle Coole completed in 1798. Crom
Castle on the shores of upper Lough Erne is situated in a 1,900 acre estate that
includes the largest surviving area of oak woodland in Ulster. There is Florence
Court House, a Palladian style mansion completed in the 18th century by the
Florence Court House and Gardens
1st Lord Mount Florence. If the natural world is your passion Marble Arch
Caves located in a global geopark, allow visitors to explore a fascinating natural underworld. Enniskillen is the perfect location to explore
further afield including Ulster’s historic towns like Donegal, Derry / Londonderry, Omagh, Armagh, Belfast and Downpatrick, some of
which will feature in our McGrath Gathering 2020 programme. Wherever you travel, be assured a warm welcome awaits. you.
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T H E V E N U E - L O U G H E R N E R E S O R T, E N N I S K I L L E N
Winner of Hotel of the Year 2017, Lough Erne Resort is a luxurious 5-Star hotel in Enniskillen, the gateway to North-West Ireland. Nestled
on a 600 acre peninsula with spectacular views of the Fermanagh Lakelands it is easy to see why this is renowned as one of the finest 5Star hotels Ireland has to offer. The Lough Erne Resort will be our base and key venue for the Clan McGrath International Gathering 2020.

Gateway to north-west Ireland—the Lough Erne Resort, Enniskillen, County Fermanagh

Lough Erne Resort is Northern Ireland’s first 5-Star AA and Northern Ireland Tourist Board resort, featuring 120 rooms and suites with
magnificent accommodation and access to golf and spa services and the best in Irish cuisine made from the best of local produce by acclaimed Chef Noel McMeel. The Lough Erne Resort hosted the G8 summit in 2013.
If you are a golf lover, why not pack your clubs and enjoy the ultimate 36-hole golf
experience. Home to two Championship Golf Courses, the award winning Faldo
Course and the Castle Hume Course and academy with state of the art facilities.
If you want to relax, The Thai Spa provides a unique Thai experience from the luxury
treatment menu. The Thermal Suite and Infinity pool at The Thai Spa are complimentary for hotel guests.
The Lough Erne Resort will host a number of Clan seminars, the Clan AGM and the
Clan McGrath International Gathering 2020 gala dinner. A Clan Gathering registration
and information desk will be staffed in the hotel library during the gathering.
Transport to and from the Lough Erne Resort will be provided for key all events linked
to the McGrath Gathering 2020 programme and is included in the ticket price.

L O U G H E R N E R E S O R T R E S E R VAT I O N S . . .
Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / the Clan McGrath Society have secured a special rate for the Clan McGrath International Gathering 2020.
Rooms are available on a first come, first serve basis. Bed and Breakfast room rate is:
£180 per night based on x2 adults sharing a lodge room.
Rooms are also available inside the main hotel building on request. Reservations can be made by contacting email:
reservations@lougherneresort.com and quoting McGRATH GATHERING
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A LT E R N A T I V E A C C O M M O D A T I O N
Enniskillen and the surrounding area is one of Ireland’s most beautiful areas of outstanding natural beauty and a premier tourism
location. It is extremely well provided with a range of accommodation to suit all budgets including a range of airBnB options.
Although the venue for some of the Clan McGrath Gathering 2020 will be the Lough Erne Resort, pick-up and drop-off by coach for all
the main tours, events and activities will be provided in the overall Gathering 2020 package and ticket price. The pick-up and drop-off
locations will be in and around the town of Enniskillen, including the town centre. This will enable those seeking alternative accommodation to participate in all the Gathering 2020 activities.
HOTELS
Killyhevlin 4 Star Hotel & Spa
Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, BT74 6RW
T: +44 (0) 28 6632 3481 E: info@killyhevlin.com W: www.killyhevlin.com
Surrounded by private grounds and lakeside gardens, this family run hotel is located only 1km
from the historic town of Enniskillen
The Manor House Resort Hotel
Killadeas, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland, BT74 1NY
T: + 44 (0) 28 6862 2200 E: info@manorhousecountryhotel.com
W: www.manorhousecountryhotel.com
Set on the picturesque shores of Lower Lough Erne, just seven miles from the Fermanagh county
town of Enniskillen, a trip to the Manor House Country Hotel is a journey back in time to a more
The Westville Hotel
14-20 Tempo Road, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland BT74 6HR
T: +44 (0) 28 6632 0333 E: sales@westvillehotel.com W: www.westvillehotel.co.uk
This modern, contemporary, boutique style hotel is ideally situated in the centre of Enniskillen.
Belmore Court & Motel
Tempo Road, Enniskillen, Co.Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, BT74 6HX
T: +44 (0) 28 6632 6633 E: info@motel.co.uk W: www.motel.co.uk
Offering a comprehensive range of accommodation to suit all needs. Situated in the centre of Enniskillen town .

BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMODATION
Lackaboy House
Derick & Elma Noble, 51 Old Tempo Road, Enniskillen Town, Co Fermanagh BT74 4BA
T: +44 (0) 28 6632 2488 E: lackaboyfarmbousebandb@btconnect.com W: www.lackaboyhouse.com
Your hosts, Derick & Elma Noble, have been providing quality Bed & Breakfast Accommodation at their home on the edge of Enniskillen town for many years.
Abocurragh Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
Letterbreen, Enniskillen, County Fermanagh, BT74 9AG
T: +44 (0) 28 6634 8484 E: info@abocurragh.com W: www.abocurragh.com
Abocurragh Farmhouse offers Bed & Breakfast Accommodation on a 120 acre working dairy farm, situated in the picturesque Lakeland area of Fermanagh, close to Enniskillen.
Willowbank House
Bellevue Road, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, BT74 4JH
T: +44 (0) 28 6632 8582 E: info@willowbankhouse.com W: www.willowbankhouse.com
Purpose built, this Bed & Breakfast property sits 3 miles from Enniskillen on an elevated site overlooking the shores of Lough Erne,
the slopes of Cuilcagh and Belmore Mountains.
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Dromard House
Tamlaght, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, BT74 4HS
T: +44 (0) 28 66387250 E: dromardhouse@yahoo.co.uk W: http://www.dromardhouse.com
Offering Bed & Breakfast Accommodation in a beautiful woodland setting in the heart of the County Fermanagh countryside, yet just 2
miles outside Enniskillen. Centred around the traditional Ulster farmhouse, on 180 acres of lovely countryside.
Wilmer Lodge
Lisbellaw, Enniskillen, Co.Fermanagh, N Ireland BT94 5EA
T: +44 (0)28 6638 7045 F: +44 (0)28 6638 7582 W: www.wilmer-lodge.com
Wilmer Lodge is owned by the Mulligan family (Margaret and Mervyn) and you can be sure of a warm welcome, excellent food and
comfortable, friendly surroundings. The property is allows the exploration of the Erne’s top angling spots and angling advice is offered.
SELF - CATERING ACCOMMODATION
Crom Castle West Wing Apartment
Crom Castle, Newtownbutler, County Fermanagh
T: +44 (0) 28 677 38004 E: info@cromcastle.com W: www.cromcastle.com
Set in rolling parkland amidst an archipelago of wooded islands and peninsulae in tranquil Upper Lough Erne, the Crom Estate in
County Fermanagh, the historic seat of the Earls of Erne for over 350 years. The West Wing is available to rent all year round on a
weekly or long weekend basis for groups of up to 12 people.
Inishclare Cottages
Killadeas, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, BT94 1SF
T: +44 (0) 28 6634 0127 F: +44 (0) 28 6862 8842 M: +44 (0) 78 7283 7693 W: www.inishclarecottages.com
Inishclare Cottages are two beautiful, traditionally styled cottages available for rent on the shores of Lough Erne in Co Fermanagh.
The larger Cottage sleeps up to 7 people comfortably, enjoying high standards of modernisation with two shower rooms. The smaller
cottage sleeps up to 4 people.
Little Crom Cottages
Newtownbutler, Co. Fermanagh
E: info@littlecromcottages.com W: www.littlecromcottages.com
Two charming self catering cottages on the shores of Lough Erne. The Cottages are well equipped for all your home from home needs
and are beautifully decorated throughout in a modern and comfortable style.
Dromard House (Self-Catering)
Tamlaght, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, BT74 4HS
T: +44 (0) 28 66387250 E: dromardhouse@yahoo.co.uk W: www.dromardhouse.com
Offering self-catering accommodation in a beautiful woodland setting in the heart of the County Fermanagh countryside, yet just 2
miles outside Enniskillen. Centred around the traditional Ulster farmhouse, on 180 acres of lovely countryside.
Cargin House
Drumlone, Newtownbutler, County Fermanagh BT92 9JU
T: +44 (0) 28 7082 2978 E: carginhouse@btinternet.com W: www.carginhouse.com
Cargin House offers the ultimate in 5* self catering accommodation in County Fermanagh. The spacious and luxurious house is furnished to a very high standard offering guests every comfort and ample living and sleeping accommodation for up to 8 guests.
Rossharbour Holiday Homes
435 Boa Island Road, Leggs, Co Fermanagh, BT93 2AL
T: +44 (0) 28 686 58677 E: res@rossharbour.co.uk W: www.rossharbour.co.uk
Situated on 6 acres of land on the shores of Lower Lough Erne, Rossharbour offers a choice of facilities for visitors to Co Fermanagh
with the six spacious holiday homes sleeping either 6 guests or 8 guests.
Coolbeg Farm Holiday Home
23 Drumcon Road, Co. Fermanagh, BT94 5JQ
T: +44 (0) 16 2362 4784 W: www.ulsterholidaycottages.com
The farmhouse enjoys a private lakeside location on its own 40 acres of farm land and private lough shore. The farmhouse has been
fully renovated recently to the highest standards and includes a super-king, king-size and twin bedrooms,
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OTHER ACCOMMODATION
The following are websites listing other accommodation available in the Enniskillen and wider Co. Fermanagh area:
Enniskillen.com - www.enniskillen.com
A local website providing information for visitors to Co. Fermanagh including tourism, towns, accommodation and what’s on.
Booking.Com - www.booking.com
A list of accommodation options in and around Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. Search for Enniskillen.
airBnB - www.airbnb.com
Search top quality vacation rentals, boutique hotels and more. Search for Enniskillen.
TOURIST INFORMATION
Enniskillen is the perfect setting to explore Ireland’s north-west. However, it is also easy to reach further afield, with excellent roads
and public transport facilities. Belfast is less that 1 ½ hours by road, Derry/Londonderry 1 ¼ hours and Dublin only 2 hours. To find out
more about what Ireland has to offer and plan an extended stay, you can access information on the following websites:

www.ireland.com
Feel Ireland’s beating heart; its people, its energy, its landscapes and enjoy the things that really matter.

www.discovernorthernireland.com
Discover places to stay, events, deals and offers from the official tourism body for Northern Ire land.

www.visitbelfast.com
Official Belfast information, events, things to do, tourist information and attractions.

www.visitderry.com
Official tourism site for Derry-Londonderry, check out upcoming events in the walled city.

www.visitdublin.com
Official visitor site with accommodation, online booking options, tours and attractions.

www.purecork.ie
Discover fantastic things to do in Cork, holiday inspiration, places to stay, local tips and more.

www.visitkilkenny.ie
Discover the hero county of Ireland’s ancient east.

www.limerick.ie
Your guide to visit, enjoy, live, work and invest in Limerick

www.visitwaterford.com
Situated in Ireland’s ancient south-east, filled with historic sites, green valleys and stunning coastline.
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GETTING TO ENNISKILLEN...
Dublin to Enniskillen
Dublin Airport:
Regular direct flights from US airports from New York, Chicago and Boston.
Regular direct flights from South Africa airport Johannesburg.
Regular daily direct flights from many airports across the UK
and Europe.
Connecting flights connecting via London from Australia and
New Zealand and other global destinations.
By Bus from Dublin / Dublin Airport:
Dublin to Donegal Bus Éireann services 30 and X30 serve the
town with journeys taking about two and a half hours from
Dublin.
By Car from Dublin / Dublin Airport:
It's a very easy drive from Dublin to Enniskillen on the N3.
You'll be on a motorway for the first half of the journey.
Belfast to Enniskillen
Belfast International Airport:
Receives regular direct flights from the US Orlando, Florida and connecting flights from most major US cities via London and Dublin.
Belfast International Airport receives regular flights from many UK and European cities and receives connection flights from Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa via London and Dublin.
Belfast George Best City Airport:
Regular daily direct flights from many airports across the UK and Europe.
By Bus from Belfast City Centre:
Ulsterbus services X261 and 261 take you from Belfast Europa Bus Centre to Enniskillen in about 2 hours
By Car from Belfast:
It’s very easy to drive from Belfast to Enniskillen. Leave Belfast on the M1 Motorway travelling west and follow signs to A4 for Enniskillen. Travel time 1 1/2 hours.
Useful Links
Dublin Airport:

www.dublinairport.com

Bus Eireann Journey Planner:

www.journeyplanner.buseireann.ie

Belfast International Airport:

www.belfastairport.com

Belfast George Best City Airport:

www.belfastcityairport.com

Ulsterbus Journey Planner:

www.journeyplanner.translink.co.uk

Avis Car Hire:

www.avis.com

Budget Car Hire:

www.budget.co.uk
www.budget.ie

Enterprise Car Hire:

www.enterprise.co.uk
www.enterprise.ie

Europcar Car Hire:

www.europcar.co.uk

Sixt Car Rental:

www.sixt.com
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T H E W E AT H E R
Ireland is not called the Emerald Isle for nothing and the reason it is so green is of course because of the plentiful supply of water from
the skies. Irish weather can be unpredictable so we like to talk about it…. A lot.
Ireland's climate is influenced most by the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf Stream. As a result, it
doesn’t have the extreme temperatures that other countries at similar latitude would
have.
The major warm ocean current called the North Atlantic Drift keeps sea temperatures
mild too. Hills and mountains, mainly around the coast, shelter the rest of the island
from strong winds coming of the ocean. So while the weather can be changeable - it’s
rarely extreme.
In summer (May to July), the average highest temperatures are between 64 and 68°F
(17—20°C). In June, the month of the McGrath Clan Gathering 2020, we have 18 hours
of daylight and it gets dark only at 11pm. Hence the well worn Irish phrase, “sure
there’s a grand stretch in the evenings”.
Summer is the high season for visitors to Ireland and June comes with long sunny evenings, parks in full bloom and the opportunity to eat al fresco.
A weather friendly wardrobe
Wondering what to bring? You'll need to be adaptable. so go for layers that you can put
on or take off as the temperature changes. Bring a sweater, even in summer; waterproofs to accompany all outdoor activities; sunglasses; comfortable walking shoes (we
will be exploring sites that are of the beaten path), and an umbrella.
Don't be fooled into thinking you won't need sunscreen in the summer months – when
the sun shines in Ireland it's quite strong, so wear a high factor and bring a sunhat.
Okay, as we mentioned in the beginning, it does rain in Ireland, but long bouts of rain are pretty rare. So, you can either put on suitable
clothes, or duck into a nice cosy pub to wait out the shower. You can imagine which one is our favourite strategy.

Dunluce Castle and the beautiful Antrim Coast in summer, set locations for the Iron Islands in HBO’s global television phenomenon Game of Thrones.
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M C G R AT H C L A N G AT H E R I N G 2 0 2 0 - O F F I C I A L P R O G R A M M E
WEDNESDAY 24th JUNE 2020 - Registration and Social Evening
Registration will open on Wednesday 24th June 2020 at the Lough Erne Resort, Hotel. The registration desk will reopen on Thursday
25th June at Enniskillen Castle. A welcome pack will be provided to all registered attendees.
Evening:
19:30

Social event and traditional music at the Lough Erne Resort Hotel Bar for early arrivals.

DAY 1 - THURSDAY 25th JUNE 2020
Morning:
09:00

Venue: Enniskillen Castle McGrath Gathering Registration Desk Opens.

10:00

Clan Gathering Official Opening with special guests.

10:30

Opening Seminars, Castle Tours and Living History.

13:00

Lunch (A simple lunch will be provided)

Afternoon:
14:00

Guided boat tour on Lough Erne including visit to the medieval monastic
site of Devenish Island finishing at the Lough Erne Resort Hotel.

Evening:
19:30

Venue: The Members Loft, Lough Erne Resort Hotel: Ceol agus Craic - Music and fun at our first get to know you social.

DAY 2 - FRIDAY 26th JUNE 2020
Morning:
09:00

Board coach and travel to Pettigo, Co. Donegal.
09:30

Visit to McGrath’s Castle. Termonmagrath, Pettigo, Co. Donegal
Pilgrim’s Way (Optional)* - Stage 1 McGrath’s Castle to Pettigo.
*Those not walking will be transported by coach to the Termon Centre.

10:30

Venue: The Termon Centre, Pettigo - Seminar the McGraths of
Termonmagrath, history, politics and influence.

11:30
12:30

Pilgrim’s Way (Optional)* - Stage 2 from Pettigo to Lough Derg.
*Those not walking will be transported by coach to Lough Derg.
Lunch (A simple lunch will be provided).

13:00

Venue: Lough Derg Heritage Centre = Ecumenical Service of Remem-

brance at St. Brigid’s Chapel, Lough Derg.
13:30

Boat tour of Lough Derg and Saints Island / Guided visit of Lough Derg Heritage Centre.

14:30

Board coach for travel to Boa Island.

14:45

Guided tour of the sculptures of Boa Island (Boa - Irish: Badhbh, goddess of war).

15:30

Board coach for transport to Belleek, Co. Fermanagh

15:45

Venue: Belleek Pottery and Visitor Centre - Guided tour

17:00

Venue: St. John the Baptist Chapel, Toura- View McGrath memorial window / cemetery.

18:00

Board coach and return to Enniskillen.
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DAY 3 - SATURDAY 27th JUNE 2020
09:00

Board coach for transport to Donegal Town, Co. Donegal

11:00

Venue: Donegal Castle, historic seat of Clan O’Donnell - Guided tour.

12:00

Seminar the McGrath links to the major Clans of Gaelic Ireland

13:00

Lunch

14:00

Venue: Donegal Friary - Guided tour of the 15th Century Fran
ciscan Friary, location of Archbishop Miler Magrath’s entry to
the Franciscan Order c. 1540.

15:00

Visit to the commemorative statue of Red Hugh O’Donnell.

15:30

Free time in Donegal Town.

17:00

Board coach for return to Enniskillen.

Evening
19:30

Venue: Lough Erne Resort - Clan McGrath Gala Dinner with
special guests and music.

DAY 4 - SUNDAY 28th JUNE 2020

10:00

Board coach for Dungannon, Co. Tyrone*

10:00

Venue: The Hill of O’Neill Centre - Seminar on the O’Neill Kings of Ulster and the
kinship of the McGrath Clan of Ulster.

11:00

Walking tour of the Hill of O’Neill.

12:00

Venue: Tullyhogue Fort - Guided tour of the ancient inauguration site of the
O’Neill Kings of Ulster.

13:00

Board Coach to the City of Armagh, ecclesiastical capital of Ireland.

14:00

Venue: St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh - Guided tour and commemoration at the
grave of Brian Boru, High King of Ireland - Exploring the McGraths and Brian Boru.

15:30

Venue: Emain Mhaca (Navan Fort) - Guided tour of the ancient seat of the Kings of
Ulster, living history period hillfort and visitor centre. Deep dive into the epic saga
of Cúchullainn and the Tain Bo Cúailnge, the Cattle Raid of Cooley.

17:30

Board coach to Enniskillen

19:30

Venue: Lough Erne Resort: - McGrath Clan BBQ- Relax with food, music and the good company of your clan.

DAY 5 - MONDAY 29th JUNE 2020
10:00

Venue: Enniskillen Castle - Seminar on the Clan McGrath Past, Present and Future

11:00

Review of the Clan McGrath DNA Project

11:30

Launch of the McGrath Summer School 2021

12:00

Closing Ceremony - Official closing of the 2020 McGrath Clan Gathering

* For any gathering participants wishing to attend religious services on Saturday or Sunday, a full list of places of worship and times
of services will be provided on request at the information desk at the Lough Erne Resort and in the Clan Gathering information pack.
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M C G R AT H G AT H E R I N G 2 0 2 0 - T I C K E T S
Tickets are available via Eventbrite and can be purchased by following the links on our website and facebook pages. Ticket Prices:
EARLY BIRD TICKET (Before 30th September 2019) £175. GROUP TICKET (x5 persons of more) £170. GENERAL TICKET £190.
Your Ticket Price Includes…..
The ticket price includes the following:



A Clan McGrath International Gathering 2020 welcome pack, available at the registration desk on your arrival at the McGrath
Gathering and registration.



All transport to and from events featured in this McGrath Gathering 2020 programme.



All entrance fees to historic sites and guided tours are covered in the ticket price.



A number of lunches are included in the ticket price on Thursday 25th June 2020, Friday 26th June 2020. and Sunday 28th June
2020. Lunch menus include soups, sandwiches and non-alcoholic refreshments or similar.



The McGrath Gathering 2020 Gala Dinner on the evening of Saturday 27th June 2020 is included in the ticket price. This will be a 3
-couse silver service meal. Bar drinks are not included.



The McGrath Gathering 2020 BBQ on the evening of Sunday 28th June 2020 is included in the ticket price. This will be a buffet
style meal. Bar drinks are not included.

Accommodation



The ticket price does not include accommodation. All McGrath Gathering 2020 participants are responsible for booking their own
accommodation. A special rate has been negotiated at the McGrath Gathering 2020 venue, Lough Erne Resort. Details of how to
book are in the Programme Brochure. Details of alternative available accommodation is also contained in this brochure.

Gathering Programme Transport, Entrance Fees and Tours



All transport to and from programme venues and events are included, as are all entrance fees and tours. Transport will be by
private coach and will commence from the McGrath Gathering 2020 venue at the Lough Erne Resort. However, designated pickup points and drop-off points will be designated in the town of Enniskillen. The coach will attend these points on departure and
return from programme venues. The pick-up and drop-off points will be confirmed in advance of the McGrath Gathering 2020.
This will be done when we have confirmation of the various alternative accommodation that has been booked. The pick-up and
drop-off points will be allocated to make access to the coach transport as convenient as possible.

What’s not included?



All participants are responsible for their own transport to Enniskillen prior to the commencement of the McGrath Gathering 2020
and for their departure following the conclusion of the Gathering Programme on Monday 29th June.



Accommodation - All participants are responsible for the booking and payment of their own accommodation and room services.



Bar Services - The McGrath Gathering 2020 will provide lots of opportunity to socialise and enjoy good music and great food.
Much of this will be covered in the ticket price. However, bar services including drinks are not covered and participants will be
required to settle their own bar bill.

Further Information
If you have any questions regarding the ticket pricing or on the McGrath Gathering 2020 programme, please contact:

info@clanmcgrath.org
N.B. Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / Clan McGrath Society reserve the right, in exceptional circumstances, to change the programme at short notice.
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T H E C L A N M C G R A T H S O C I E T Y, A B O U T U S . . .
The Clan McGrath and the Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / Clan McGrath Society is a gathering place for all McGraths from every nation. We are a strictly ‘not for profit’ society.
Our society is based in the northern counties of Ulster. We aim to use these pages and our
Facebook and Twitter (links below) to share our culture, history and heritage.
Membership of Clan McGrath Society is open to all who share our interest in promoting our
common heritage. We welcome articles for publication in our newsletter ‘THE TERMONER’
and submissions can be made to the email address below. We have a wealth of information
on our history and are happy to help where we can. Your story is our story.

We are on the web:

“YOUR STORY
IS OUR STORY”

www.clanmcgrath.org
Facebook:
www,facebook.com/clanmcgrath

www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020
Clan McGrath Twitter:

www.twitter.com/Clan_McGrath

General Enquiries:

info@clanmcgrath.org

D I D Y O U K N O W. . ? ? ?
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

The Clan McGrath Society / Cumann Chlann McGrath is completely voluntary and a non-profit organisation.
The Clan McGrath and Clan McGrath Society / Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith are
registered entities of Finte na hÉireann - Clans of Ireland, whose patron is the
President of Ireland, His Excellency Michael D Higgins.
The earliest reference to the McGrath as a family name is in a citation from 1086,
referring to a Craith described as the Chief Poet of the Province of Munster.
Craith and his family were related to the O’Briens (descendants of Brian Boru)
and served as their poets.
Craith may have been born around 970. In 1097 the Annals of Innisfallen record
the "Son of Mac Craith the poet died". This is the first instance of Mac Craith being used as a family name. As poets the Mac Craiths are important enough to be
recorded in the Annals
The Clan McGrath are descended from Cinnéide, father of High King Brian Boru.
The McGrath of the Termon was first recorded in the Annals of Ulster in 1290.
The Clan McGrath were the hereditary Coarbs of the famous pilgrimage islands of
Lough Derg, protecting the monastic community and controlling the routes to the pilgrimage island.
Archbishop Miler McGrath b.1522-d.1622 was born in Termonmagrath, his father was Coarb (Termoner) of Lough Derg.
MIler took up the Archbishopric of Cashel and Bishopric of Emly, Co. Tipperary in 1570-71 bringing with him 200 McGraths,
McMenamins and Monaghans, all northerners. Their descendants still reside in the area to this day.
The Annals of Ulster detail names and lineage of McGrath Chieftains of Ulster from the 13th century until the 17th century.
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