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Welcome to the fifth edi-
tion of the official news-
letter of the Clan McGrath 
and since our last edition a 
number of key events have 
taken place including the 
announcement of the In-
ternational McGrath Clan 
Gathering 2020 which will 
take place in and around 
the McGrath ancestral 
territories in Ulster. As well 
as providing you with an 
update on the gathering 
we will also reflect on de-
velopments in the our Clan 
structure that have taken 
place over the last year 
and look forward to 2017.   
This edition also includes 
an important New Year 
message from our Ceann 
Fine where he will again 
encourage you to become 
involved in the Clan Socie-
ty and support the activi-
ties of the Clan Council.  
 
Since our last edition the 

membership of the Clan 
Society has continued to 
grow and we now draw our 
membership from across 
the world. Our new mem-
bers bring new ideas, and 
through their ideas we 
have developed our new-
look website and  the con-
cept for our 2020 Gather-
ing ,which will include a full 
and deep cultural and his-
toric experience bringing 
you closer to your story.  
 
2016 was a year marked by  
commemorations including  
the Easter Rising in Dublin 
and the Battle of the 
Somme in France. We re-
member the members of 
our Clan who played their 
role.  In this edition we 
feature the 400th anniver-
sary of the death Hugh 
’The Great’ O’Neill, Earl of 
Tyrone and events to mark 
his death by Ulster Clans. 
The Editor. 

By birth, adoption or marriage you are already a member of the Clan McGrath as a right of your 
heritage. However, we are obliged by the Executive Council of Clans of Ireland to maintain a list 
of registered members. Our membership list is also a great way for us to continue to develop 
and promote our Clan connections. By birth, adoption or marriage you are already a member of 
the Clan McGrath as a right of your heritage. Our membership list is also a great way for us to 
continue to develop and promote our Clan connections. 

 

Registered membership is FREE. As a Society member who will receive regular updates on Clan 
activity. The information you provide will not be used for any other purposes. 

 

Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join, Join….…….TODAY !!! 

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R  2 0 1 7  
B H L I A N  N U A  S Á S T A   

C L A N  M C G R AT H  S O C I E T Y  

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  

T H E  T E R M O N E R  EDITION 5, Winter 2017  

A NOTE OF CLARIFICATION…...               
The International McGrath 
Clan Gathering 2020 will wel-
come our kinsmen and kins-
women  from across the world 
to the ancient ancestral 
McGrath Clan lands in Ulster 
and related sites. The gather-
ing is being organised by the 
Clan McGrath Society and Clan 
Council of the Clan McGrath of 
Ulster, a registered Clan of 
Clans of Ireland. The Clan 
McGrath Society is a non-profit 
making body and  independent 
of commercial interests. For 
further information contact:  
info@clanmcgrath.org 
www.clanmcgrath.org          
facebook.com/clanmcgrath 

JOIN THE SOCIETY TODAY: 

To register as a member of the Clan 
McGrath Society please email:      
info@clanmcgrath.org and provide 
the following infor-
mation:  

1. Your Name 

2. Your mailing address. 

3. Your email address 

4. Location and details of your earli-

est known McGrath ancestor. 

IN THIS EDITION: 

 Editor’s Comment 

 A Note of Clarification 

 Clan McGrath Society, 

Join Us….. 

 Irish Heraldry 

 Clan Gathering 2020 

 400th Anniversary of 

Hugh ‘The Great’ 

O’Neill 

 Commemorating The 

Great O’Neill 

 New Year Message 

from the Ceann Fine 

 Contacts and Events 

 A Clan of Finte na hÉireannn 2017 



 

 2 

There are three discerni-
ble strands within Irish 
heraldry: Norman, Gaelic 
and Anglo-Irish. When the 
Normans arrived in 1169 
they brought with them 
the new science of herald-
ry. This early heraldry had 
a simplicity of design to 
facilitate recognition on 
the battlefield. Heraldry 
may have been already in 
use by some Gaelic Irish by 
the end of the 12th centu-
ry. The arms of Domhnall 
and Donnchadh Mac Car-
thaigh, who travelled on 
pilgrimage through the 
continent of Europe 
around that time, are rec-
orded in a Vatican necrol-
ogy. Our knowledge of 
Gaelic heraldry in the early 
period, derives from seals. 
Aodh Reamhar Ó Néill, 
King of Tír Eoghain, who 
died in 1364, used a seal 
from which the later arms 
of Ó Néill apparently 

evolved. The oldest surviv-

ing Gaelic heraldic artifact 
is a seal of Rotherick 
(Ruaidhrí) O'Kennedy, 
'chief of his nation', 
attached to a treaty made 
with the Earl of Ormond in 
1356. The use of heraldry 
by certain Gaelic families 
may be linked to the adop-
tion of inheritance by pri-
mogeniture, but this is 
uncertain. Certainly Hugh 
Reamhar Ó Néill intro-
duced the practice into his 
family. The arms of 
Domhnall Riabhach Mac-
Murrough Kavanagh, 
which appear on a six-
teenth-century seal, were 
still in use by his grandson, 
Murrough Mac Murrough 
Kavanagh in 1515, con-
firming the use of the 
same arms through suc-
cessive generations of a 
Gaelic Irish family. Gaelic 
arms are often quite dis-
tinctive, and often incor-

porate peculiarly Gaelic 
features such as the bile or 
sacred tree, and the boar.  
While the Gaelic aristocra-
cy at first assumed arms 
without reference to any 
heraldic authority, the 
registration of those arms 
in Dublin in the sixteenth 
century was undoubtedly 
related to acceptance of 
English rule, which was 
seldom whole hearted or 
long-lasting.  From medi-
aeval times the harp has 
been regarded as the he-
raldic symbol of Ireland. If 
you wish to bear arms in 
the true heraldic sense, 
you should seek a grant of 
arms from the Chief Her-
ald of Ireland or the rele-
vant heraldic authority in 

you own country.  Links to 

heraldic authorities in 
Ireland and the UK can be 
found at:  

clanmcgrath.org/apps/links 

 

I R I S H  H E R A L D R Y  

 

T H E  M C G R AT H  C L A N  G AT H E R I N G  2 0 2 0  
U P D AT E … . . .  

Preparations for the McGrath Clan Gathering 2020 are well underway. The Clan McGrath 

Society has been working tirelessly to bring together a draft program of events that will 

provide you with an outstanding cultural experience focusing on our shared heritage and 

ancestry. Our venue will be the ancient ancestral territories of the Clan McGrath of Ulster 

in the Counties of Donegal, Fermanagh & Tyrone and our venue will be the magnificent 

Lough Erne Resort in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, home of the G8 summit in 2013. 

The Gathering will focus on bringing you to the heart of your heritage and your noble 

past. For more information visit our website at: www.clanmcgrath.org    and / or Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020 

T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  

The 15th century heraldic achievement 

of the Kingdom of Ireland including the 

infrequently  used crest. 
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Hugh ‘The Great’ O’ Neill, Earl of Tyrone, Prince of Ulster.  

(Irish: Aodh Mór Ó Neill b. 1550  d. 20 July 1616)  

2016 saw the 400th anniversary of the death of Hugh O’Neill, 
Earl of Tyrone and Prince of Ulster. (pictured left) The Clan 
McGrath of Ulster are related to the O’Neill Clan by blood and 
fosterage, Archbishop Miler McGrath having been foster 
brother to Hugh’s uncle, Shane ‘The Proud’ O’Neill.  

Hugh was the second son of Feardorcha O’Neill, reputed legiti-
mate son of Conn, 1st Earl of Tyrone. Hugh’s rise to the 
Chieftainship of the O’Neill Clan came via a murderous blood 
feud between Feardorcha and Shane. Following Feardorcha’s 
murder Hugh and his  brother Brian were in a difficult posi-
tion, but they came under the protection of the English ad-
ministration in Dublin. Brian was granted the title Baron of 
Dungannon by the English but following his murder by the 
followers of Shane in 1562, the title passed to his younger 
brother Hugh.  

Following the subsequent murder of Shane in 1567, Turlough 
Luineach O’Neill who was Shane’s named successor or Táin-
iste became Chief. However the English administration did not 
recognise him or his claim to the title of Earl of Tyrone. The 

crown supported Hugh as the rightful claimant and as an ally in Gaelic Ulster, Hugh fought with the 
English against the rebel Gerald Fitzgerald, 15th Earl of Desmond in 1580 and against the Catholic 
Gaelic Scots of Ulster  in 1584.  

With the growing power of Hugh and with the backing of the English administration, a deal was 
struck with Turlough Luineach O’Neill which saw him abdicate the O’Neill Chieftainship in favour of 
Hugh. Hugh was inaugurated Chief at Tullaghoge in the 
style of a Gaelic King and became the most powerful Lord 
in Ulster.  

O'Neill's career was marked by unceasing power politics: at 
one time he appeared to submit to English authority, and 
at another intrigued against the Dublin government in con-
junction with lesser Irish lords.  O’Neill seemed to have 
been unsure whether his position as head of the O'Neills 
was best secured by alliance with the English or by rebel-
lion against the advance of their government into Ulster 
from 1585.  

In the early 1590s English government in Ulster took the 
form of a Provincial Presidency, to be headed by the colo-
nist,  Henry Bagenal (pictured right) who resided at Newry. 
In 1591 O’Neill made an enemy of Bagenal by eloping with 
his sister Mabel. In the meantime Hugh continued to show his loyalty to the crown and his now 
brother-in-law Bagenal by providing military assistance in the defeat of the rebel Hugh Maguire at 
the battle of Belleek in 1593.  Following Mabel’s death, O’Neill’s opposition to the Crown grew and 
he sought assistance from Spain and Scotland to repel the onward march of plantation in Ulster. In 
1595 Sir John Norris was dispatched from London with a considerable force to subdue O’Neill. But 
O’Neill succeeded in taking the Blackwater Fort before Norris could organise his forces. O’Neill was 
proclaimed a traitor and the war that followed is known as the ‘Nine Years War’. 

O’Neill embarked on a policy of arming the people, with logistical help from Spain and Scotland, he 
fielded a considerable army.  Other Clan Chiefs joined him and victories followed at the Battle of 
Clontibret, the Battle of the Yellow Ford and the Battle of the River Blackwater. However these 
victories had a cost and O’Neill and the other Gaelic Lords needed assistance if they were to win 
the war. In October 1601, the long-awaited aid from Spain appeared in the form of an army under 
Don Juan de Aguila, which occupied the town of Kinsale in the extreme south of the country. 

I N  H I S T O R Y. . .  

Page 4 T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  O F  U L S T E R  

Detail of a copy of Rich-
ard Bartlett's 1602 map 
of Ulster  that included 

this depiction of an 
O'Neill inauguration.    

T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  

The Red Hand: Above is one 

of the earliest examples of 

Irish heraldry. The red hand 

arms of O’Neill are now 

incorporated into may ban-

ners, logos both civil and 

political. The red hand is the 

symbol of Ulster. 
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O’Neill and his ally O’Donnell were compelled to march south to relieve the Spanish force now under siege by the English.  The 

English were in a poor state due to dysentery which should have given the Irish forces the advantage, but owing to poor communi-

cation with the besieged Spanish and a failure to withstand the shock of English cavalry, O’Neill’s army was quickly dispersed.  The 

defeat at Kinsale was a disaster for O’Neill and finished his chances of winning the war. 

Early in 1603, Queen Elizabeth instructed her representative Lord Mountjoy to open negotiations with the rebellious lords. News 

of the Queen’s death was skilfully concealed from the Irish Lords until the negotiations had concluded.  Although O’Neill was con-

firmed in his titles his power was much reduced. In 1607 O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone and O’Donnell, 1st Earl of Tyrconnell left Ireland for 

Spain in what is known as ‘The Flight of the Earls’. In total 99 persons left Ireland. Although bound for Spain, counter winds 

brought them to the Spanish Netherlands were the Spanish ordered them to winter there and not to proceed to Spain, it is sug-

gested the Spanish court were embarrassed by the potential diplomatic incident that would ensue if the Irish arrived in Spain. The 

aim of the journey was to gain military support from Spain, however the recent English / Spanish peace treaty of 1604 saw Irish 

hopes founder. The Spanish economy was bankrupt and their European fleet had been destroyed by the Dutch Republic at the 

Battle of Gibraltar. Given these circumstance many suggest the Flight of the Earls was impulsive and lacked any thoughtful plan-

ning.   

In April 1608 O’Neill and his companions left for Rome, a long and arduous journey ensued. On their arrival they were welcomed 

and hospitably entertained as a Prince of Ireland by Pope Paul V. Throughout O’Neill’s exile he was active in plotting a return to 

Ireland, toying variously with schemes to oust English authority outright and with proposed 

offers of pardon from London.  However, all came to nothing and on the 20th July 1616 

Hugh ‘The Great’ O’Neill died in Rome. O’Neill is buried in the Church of San Pietro, Monto-

rio, Rome. He rests with Rory O’Donnell, Earl of Tyrconnell and other Irish nobles.  

O'Neill was four times married, to Katherine O'Neill, daughter of Brian mac Felim, Chieftain 

of the Clan Aodh Buidhe O'Neill, Judith O'Donell, Mabel Bagenal, and Catherine Magennis  

He had a large number both of legitimate and illegitimate children: four legitimate daugh-

ters, including Sarah, Cortine who married Sir Henry Oge O'Neill, grandson of Shane the 

Proud, and Alice, who married Randal mac Sorley Mac Donnell, the two latter having issue 

in the O'Neills of the Feevagh, including Captain Conn O'Neill, with whom Bonnie Prince 

Charlie Stuart escaped from Culloden; two illegitimate sons, Turlough and Conn; four legiti-

mate sons, Hugh, Henry, Bryan and John. His may descendants include Arthur Wellesley, 1st 

Duke of Wellington (pictured left) and Queen Elizabeth II.  

 

Page 5 T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  O F  U L S T E R  

T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  

Commemorating The Great O’Neill 

The Clans of Ulster, including representatives of the Clan McGrath joined our  cousins of the 
Clan O’Neill of Tyrone at a parade of Clans and the unveiling of a commemorative memorial 
stone as part of a weekend of events to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the death of 
Hugh ‘The Great’ O’Neill and the events that drove him and the flower of Gaelic nobility into 
exile in Europe. The parade was led by the Ancient Clan O’Neill organisation and the com-
memorative stone was commissioned by Stewartstown Community Group. The stone was 
unveiled by Dan O’Neill currant honorary President of the Ancient Clan O’Neill. Dan O’Neill 
explained, “The stone is to commemorate Hugh O’Neill and in memory of his stay in Stewart-
stown before the Flight of the Earls. It is a very important event in a day of commemorations 
and celebrations. It was a gathering for everyone associated with the O’Neill”.  

The Hugh O’Neill commemoration events also included the installation of new interpretative signage to mark important sites associ-
ated with O’Neill and the completion of an archaeological survey at the Tullaghoge inauguration site. A new car park, pathway and 
interpretative facilities were opened to improve access. 

The programme of events started in Benburb Priory on Thursday with a series of talks on the history of the Clan O’Neill and the Nine 
Years War. There were also tours of the Battle sites of Benburb and the Yellow Ford and re-enactments at Benburb Castle, the an-
cient home of Shane ‘The Proud O’Neill, foster brother of Archbishop Miler McGrath. A special reception in the Burnavon Centre 
organised by Cookstown Council followed by a re-enactment of the O’Neill coronation on the ancient hill of Tullaghoge. On Friday 
coaches arrived at The Hill of the O’Neill in Dungannon, the site of Hugh O’Neills castle. The hill was been specially prepared for the 
occasion. Later that night Clan O’Neill and guests enjoyed a ceili and social evening at Owen Roe O’Neill’s GAC clubrooms.  
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A Cháirde, 

May I begin by thanking the members of the Clan McGrath Society for their continued support over the past year, it has made my 

job to represent the interests of our Clan a joy and a pleasure and it is with great pride that I have continued to represent you as 

Ceann Fine. Since our last edition of THE TERMONER it has been my honour to have travelled widely and meet people from many 

backgrounds with a deep interest in their Gaelic ancestry and who have reconnected with the Clan McGrath through our website 

and Facebook pages.  

 

During 2016 the Clan McGrath Society of Ulster has formulated our plans to host our next international gathering in the McGrath 

Clan territories in Ulster. It was felt that a gathering centred in  our northern lands of Termonmagrath and incorporating other 

significant and cultural sites and experiences in this last Gaelic kingdom, would offer our McGrath diaspora a new and significant 

historical and cultural experience.  The programme for the 2020 Gathering has been 

carefully considered, as has the venue which will utilise some of the best placed and 

scenic locations in Ireland.   

 

The Gathering is for the Clan McGrath and by the Clan McGrath and although we 

welcome the support of may like minded organisations and bodies, the Clan McGrath 

of Ulster and the 2020 Gathering is non-profit making and independent of any com-

mercial interests. Our purpose is to  promote and preserve the Clan McGrath through 

cooperation, and to ensure that our kin have every opportunity available to broaden 

their knowledge and bringing them closer to their ancestral traditions.   

 

In April 2016 I had the immense pleasure of representing the Clan McGrath at the 

Clans of Ireland Annual General Meeting in Dublin. This year saw an excellent repre-

sentation of many Irish Clans and historic families. We had the pleasure of a presenta-

tion by Professor Dan Bradley, of TCD’s Department of Genetics, who shed new light 

on the ‘history of the Irish’ though his  lecture on DNA which identifies the origins of 

our ancestors outside Ireland. We also learned from Dr Joe Mannion on the produc-

tion of the Mannion Clan historical trail and we working towards a similar project to 

be launched at our 2020 Gathering.    

 

The year of 2016 has been one of commemorations, from Dublin and the Easter Rising, to the Somme battlefield. Both saw mem-

bers of our Clan serve and pay the ultimate sacrifice. Despite the differing objectives, the one thing united them all was their name 

and their heritage and history. At the beginning of 2017, I am thinking of them and how circumstances took them on different 

paths. But with the passage of time, we have now have the opportunity to reflect on their sacrifices and learn from their example 

of selflessness to guide us in our endeavour to build strong bonds with our neighbours and build lasting bridges in our world, so 

that we can secure a better and brighter future for all of us.  

 

Our Society continues to grow as does our social media, we now have over 800 followers. As we grow can I encourage to join the 

Clan Society, details are available on page 1 of the newsletter.  As always I am available for your comments and recommendations. 

Please feel free to contact me via social media, links to our Facebook and Twitter accounts can be found on the ‘Home page’ of our 

website and on the final page of this newsletter. Please take the time to follow the Clan and myself. You can of course email me 

directly at ceannfine@clanmcgrath.org 

                                                                                                                                                                  Seán Alusdrann Mac Craith, Ceann Fine 

Page 6 T H E  T E R M O N E R  
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T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  

NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE McGRATH CEANN FINE 
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CONTACT US: 

info@clanmcgrath.org 

About Us:  

The Clan McGrath is a gathering place of all McGraths from every 

nation.  We are a strictly ‘not for profit’ society and is independent 

from any local government or tourism bodies. We aim to use these 

pages and our Facebook and Twitter (links below) to share in our 

culture, history and inheritance. Membership of the Clan McGrath is 

a right of birth, marriage or adoption. Membership of the Society of 

the Clan McGrath of Ulster is open to all. We welcome  articles for 

publication and submissions can be made to the email address be-

low. We have a wealth of information on our history and are more 

than happy to help where we can. Your story is our story.   

 

April 
 

21—23 Curtin Clan Gathering (10th Biennial) 

Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare 

Contact: www.curtin.org  

 

August 
 

18—19 Mannion Clan Gathering 

Abbeyknockmoy, Co. Galway 

Contact: joe@mannionclan.org 

 

25-27 O’Molloy Clan Gathering 

Tallamore, Co. Offaly 

Contact: johnpmalloy@comcast.net or www.omolloy.com  

 

Events Spring / Summer 2017 

“YOUR STORY 

IS OUR STORY” 

We are on the web:   

www.clanmcgrath.org 

www.mcgrathclangathering.org 

Facebook:                   

www.facebook.com/clanmcgrath 

www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020 

Clan McGrath Twitter:     @Clan_McGrath 

Ceann Fine Twitter:   @ChiefMcGrath1 

T H E  T E R M O N E R  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A N  M C G R A T H  


