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To register as a member of the Clan
McGrath Society please email:
info@clanmcgrath.org and provide
the following information:
1. Your Name
2. Your mailing address.
3. Your email address
4. Location and of your earliest
known McGrath ancestor.

Welcome to the third edition of the newsletter of
the Clan McGrath of Ulster
and what a year 2016
promises to be. We look
forward especially to the
Clan McGrath Gathering in
June when members of
our Clan will come together in kinship and friendship
to deepen our knowledge
and respect for our ancestors and the places from
which we come. In this
edition of our newsletter
we bring you a New Year
message from our Ceann
Fine and his reflection on
2015 and what he hopes
for the Clan in 2016.
Since our last edition the
membership of the Clan
McGrath Society has continued to grow, our membership now numbers
nearly 50 and represents
our Clan from all corners of

the globe. Can I take this
opportunity to remind you
that membership of the
Clan McGrath is a right by
birth (ancestry), adoption
or marriage. It is our aim
to build a strong Clan society under the leadership of
our Ceann Fine (Chief). We
would again strongly encourage you to become a
member of the Clan and
details of how to do this
can be found in this newsletter and on our new website:
www.clanmcgrath.org.
Our members receive regular updates on Clan activities and a copy of THE TERMONER emailed directly to
them. If you are not already a member, please
register as soon as possible
and encourage others to
consider registering for
Clan McGrath Society
membership.

The Clan McGrath Banner
Now available. Make your
presence felt. The Banner is
printed on 3ft X 3ft flag material and comes with either a
sleeve for a parade pole or
with rope and toggle for outdoor pole. Manufactured to a
very high standard. And by an
internationally renowned flag
maker.
Interested? For more info
email: info@clanmcgrath.org
All Banners will be posted first
class recorded delivery,

C L A N S O C I E T Y M E M B E R R E G I S T R AT I O N
By birth, adoption or marriage you are already a member of the Clan McGrath as a right of your
heritage. However, we are obliged by the Executive Council of Clans of Ireland to maintain a list
of registered members. Our membership list is also a great way for us to continue to develop
and promote our Clan connections. By birth, adoption or marriage you are already a member of
the Clan McGrath as a right of your heritage. Our membership list is also a great way for us to
continue to develop and promote our Clan connections.
Registered membership is FREE and will result in you receiving email newsletters from the Society of the Clan McGrath. The information you provide will not be used for any other purposes.
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I N H I S T O R Y. . .
Joseph McGrath (Irish:
Seosamh Mac Craith –
b.1887 – d.1966) started
his career in a firm of accountants in Dawson
Street, Dublin where he
struck up a friendship with
a fellow clerk Michael
Collins, later to be General
Michael Collins. Through
this friendship he joined
the Irish Republican Brotherhood and fought as part
of the Irish Volunteers at
Dawson Street, Dublin
during the 1916 Easter
Rising.
Joseph was arrested after
the rising and jailed in
Wormwood Scrubs and
Brixton Prisons in England.
During the 1918 General
Elections Joseph was
elected as Sinn Fein TD for
Dublin St. James’ Constituency and later served in
the first Dáil. He was also a
member of the Irish Re-

publican Army and during
the war of independence
(1919-1921) planned and
executed many successful
bank robberies to finance
the guerrilla war with the
British. During this time
Joseph was interred by the
British in Ballykinlar Army
Camp in Co. Down, however he escaped by dressing
as a soldier and walked
out of the camp with others going on leave. He was
later recaptured and spent
time in Belfast Jail.

not to take his last ill-fated
trip to Co. Cork. Joseph
later took charge of the
Police Intelligence Service
of the new Irish Free State
and the Police Criminal
Investigation Department.
Joseph went on to serve
as Minister of Labour in
the second Dáil. Joe eventually resigned from office
stating that the government had overlooked the
ideals of an all- Ireland
Republic as envisaged in
1916.

During the treaty negotiations Joseph joined the
Irish delegation as one of
Michael Collins’ personal
staff. During the civil war
that followed the treaty
Joseph joined the protreaty side and served as
Director of Intelligence. In
a strongly worded letter
written in red ink, Joseph
warned Michael Collins

Following his exit from
politics Joseph became a
hugely successful businessman,
establishing
Waterford Crystal and the
Irish Sweepstakes in 1930
and eventually becoming
Irelands largest racehorse
owner and breeder winning the Epsom Derby in
1951 with Arctic Prince.
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“The 2016 Gathering
will be a wonderful
opportunity to
deepen our
knowledge and
renew our
friendships in a spirit
of joy and kinship.”
Ceann Fine of Ulster

This year the McGrath Clan Gathering
will take place in Dungarvan, Co. Waterford and is being hosted by the Clan
McGrath of Thomond.
I N S I D E

S T O R Y

H E A D L I N E

The Gathering follows on from the unveiling in April 2015 of a stone plaque to
commemorate the site of the McGrath
Castle in Dungarvan. That event brought
both the Ulster and Thomond Septs
together.
Events during the gathering include a
talks and lectures, a tour of McGrath
sites including the wonderful Sleady
Castle, a Clan dinner and plenty of traditional music and craic. Registration is
now open. You can get more information on the program, costs and information on accommodation by visiting::
www.mcgrathclangathering.com
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IRISH DRESS IN THE 15TH & 16TH CENTURIES
Following our article in the last issue on the McGrath Chiefs we thought we would continue the
historic theme with an article on the dress that would have been common around the McGrath
Castle. However this article should really be called, Irish and Scottish dress in the 15th and 16th
centuries, for the image portrayed in Braveheart the movie has done a terrible disservice to history. The tartan, kilt clad hero waging war on King Edward (Longshanks) is I’m afraid, an invention of
Hollywood. In the 14th century when Braveheart is set, right through to the 16th century and in
some areas of Scotland into the 17th century, the basis of dress in Ireland and Scotland was the
Linen Léine or long shirt. Throughout this period, the Scottish Gaels maintained various levels of
contact with their Irish brethren. The Scots themselves migrated to the land now known as Scotland from Ireland in the 5th and 6th centuries
AD. The léine remained their common garment
throughout, although fashions did of course
change. We know the most about this tunic A Galloglass warrior and a
Kern each depicted wearfrom the 16th century. English writers of this ing the saffron Leine.
period commonly refer to the pleated saffron
shirt, and we find much contemporary Irish
evidence to support this. The earliest drawing
we have of Irish men from this century is not
“The tartan
Irish, however, but was done by a German artist
clad, kilt
named Dürer in 1521. His picture is of five Irish
wearing
soldiers presumably met on a stay in the Low
highland hero
Countries. On the far left one is wearing an
battling King
acton (“cotun” in Irish) but the other four are dressed in long tunics that reach midway between
Edward
the ankle and knees. These léine appear to resemble the ones often depicted in 10th and 11th
(longshanks)
century Scottish and Irish stone carvings. Next we shall look at a woodcut from around 1550 of
…..an
Irish soldiers all wearing léine with very wide, hanging sleeves, and short jackets called ionar. In
invention of
this illustration the léine are belted
Hollywood”.
at the waist and then drawn up so
that the hem is about the knees and
the slack hangs giving it a kilt effect.
The sleeves are narrow at the body
and wide at the wrist. This is similar
to the wide sleeves of 15th century
English clothing, from which it is
possible the Irish adopted the fashion. You will also note the they carry
the distinctively Irish ring hilted
claideamh (sword). This type of
sword was manufactured as a single
or two handed sword and was carried by the lightly armoured Irish Ceithearn (Kern) and Taoiseach (Chieftain) alike. A particularly
effective weapon when used with the targe (round shield) and scian (long dagger).
The most distinctive piece of dress worn by the Gael may have been the brat (cloak or mantle). This
distinctive item of clothing has been depicted in many period drawings. The brat displayed status,
provided protection, gave warmth and was important socially as well as practically that it is likely
that most Gaels were never without one. Like the léine the brat remained a staple garment
throughout the 14th and 15th centuries. Contemporary descriptions state “They are green, a variety of greys, purple, black, red and yellow, just to name a few. Some are striped, some sport fringes
of a different hue than the brat itself, some are described as shaggy or hairy. They are even sometimes described as having many hues or being speckled”.

Ring hilted Irish broadsword. This type of
weapon was fashioned
in single ant twin han-
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The majority of the brats in medieval Irish literature are described as having a single colour. The
shape was nearly always ‘semi-circular, but sometimes rectangular ones were known. The Brat/
Mantle was a very warm piece of clothing. It was so respected that 'Irishe Mantels' or 'Mantelles
de Hiberniae' were exported from south east Ireland to England, Wales, Scotland and all over the
Continent in the 1400's, 1500's and 1600's. On the Continent, Irish half-mantles were most sought
after. They reached only to the waist and no doubt were more suitable for warmer climates. Irish
mantles could be Tufted (an outer effect like sheeps curly wool), Blanket (a plain thick sort), Lined
(often with fur), Light (for summer usage and among the poor) and Leather. Irish mantles with
linings were so popular that the Pope’s agent got permission to export them in the year 1482.
The Seaicéad (Jacket), commonly worn in the 14th and 15th centuries was short and often barely
came to the waist. It has been depicted in many medieval drawings and is commonly shown with
open sleeves. It is believed these open sleeves allowed for the hanging baggy sleeves of the Léine
which was worn underneath the Seaicéad. However the Seaicéad usually had a row of buttons
running down the rear of the arm that were used to fasten up the sleeves when required. The
jackets were most often made of wool but leather ones were common also. The Seaicéad often had very elaborate designs
stitched into them.
In the next issue we will focus on the introduction of Triús (trousers) and the use of various accessories including the Bróg (Shoe)
and Sparán (purse). We will also look at beautiful clothing of Irish women in the same period.

BOOK REVIEW - Shane O’Neill, The Grand Disturber of Elizabethan Ireland.
Shane O'Neill by Brian Mallon tells an extraordinary epic tale of Ireland during the time of Elizabeth I. It follows the heroic but ultimately
tragic story of Shane O'Neill, a proud Ulster Gaelic chieftain opposing
the overwhelming forces of England.
Aside from the historic significance of the life of Shane O’Neill, we
know that he was foster brother of our own Archbishop Miler
McGrath and in this novel Miler plays a prominent role. Depicted in
his early career as a Franciscan Friar, Miler has already spent years of
study in Rome and has arrived at the court of Shane O’Neill, now the
O’Neill Chieftain as a close advisor and confidant.
The author is a fluent Irish speaker and uses his knowledge to paint a
vivid picture of life in Gaelic Ulster. Don’t worry if your Gaelic is a little
rusty, Mr Mallow qualifies the Gaelic script with English translation,
making this a very accessible read.
The historical research that has gone into this novel basis it firmly in
fact, however there is a little artistic licence and dare I say romanticism around the character of Shane. A rogue, a rascal, a warlord, a
Chieftain, a Father, a lover, a close companion are all characteristics
that Shane O’Neill possesses and portrayed from the start in this novel, however we shouldn’t forget that the world of Shane O’Neill was
awash with blood and often the blood of one’s own kinship group, a
necessity in the ultimate game of Kingship and power.
The novel is filled with strong, lively and vivid characters, its fast
paced action set against the dramatic medieval landscapes of Ulster,
still recognisable today, or the streets of London is the perfect scene
for a continuously shifting political picture, full of intrigue and danger it will keep you enthralled. Those from an Irish background
will immediately recognise the names of the main Irish characters, McGrath, Donnelly, O’Hagan, O’Neill and those that have a love
of the drama of this period will recognise the names of the English characters from other period books like Dudley, Burley, Elizabeth.
Anyone interested in Gaelic Ireland or in just a great read, will enjoy losing yourself in this world.
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE McGRATH CEANN FINE OF ULSTER
A Cháirde,
It is with great pride that I have continued to represent the Clan McGrath of Ulster as Ceann Fine (Chief) throughout 2016. We
have achieved much in 2015 and I look forward to even further developments in the coming year. Our Society has grown to almost
50 members, representing our Clan right across the globe. Our new website is a resource for many of our kin to explore their heritage and keep up to date through our bi-annual newsletter THE TERMONER. During the past year our social media presence has
also grown and we now have almost 650 followers on our Facebook page and the Clan is interacting with other Irish and Scottish
Clans through our Twitter. I myself have also adopted social media and am posting regularly through my own Twitter account
named @ChiefMcGrath1. Links to our Facebook and both the Clan and Chief Twitter accounts can be found on the Home page of
this website. Please take the time to follow the Clan and myself. Our Facebook page is updated daily and provides some wonderful articles.
The coming year will see some further developments in our Clan structure and the Clan Council will keep you updated on these developments through this website and through THE TERMONER newsletter. I encourage you to take part in these developments by joining the Clan
Society and becoming an active participant. Details of how to join can be found on this website.
In April I will be representing the Clan McGrath of Ulster at the Clans of Ireland AGM in Dublin
along with the Ceann Fine of Thomond, Mr Dan McGrath. Together we have undertaken to
work closely to promote the interests of our Septs through the good works of Clans of Ireland
and I look forward to working ever closer with Dan.
In June the McGrath Clan Gathering will take place in Dungarvan, Co. Waterford and will be
hosted by the Clan McGrath of Thomond. If you have not already registered, please do so as
soon as possible. Details of how to register can be found on this website or on our regular
Facebook posts. This promises to be a wonderful opportunity to meet with our kin and exRepresenting the Clan McGrath at
summer engagements.

change stories and information on our heritage. Please also consider joining the McGrath
tour which will take place directly after the Gathering.

The coming year will also mark the 400th anniversary of the death in Rome of the Great O'Neill, Hugh Earl of Tyrone. I look forward to working with our O'Neill kin in marking this important event in the history of Ulster and of Ireland.
Finally, during the past year the Clan McGrath of Ulster has been honoured to have been invited to the unveiling of a commemorative plaque to mark the site of the McGrath Castle in Dungarvan, Co. Waterford. I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Clan
McGrath of Thomond for the chance to represent the Ulster McGraths at this event, it truly was a memorable experience. During
the event we presented Fr. Paddy Ryan the author of Archbishop Miler Magrath - The Enigma of Cashel with a certificate of appreciation from the Clan McGrath of Ulster and Thomond. His acclaimed work has brought a deeper understanding of our most enigmatic ancestor and of this turbulent period of Irish history. May I recommend his book to you and encourage you to obtain a copy
for yourself.
With best wishes in kinship and friendship.
Seán Alusdrann Mac Craith,

Ceann Fine
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About Us:

CONTACT US:

info@clanmcgrath.org

The Clan McGrath of Ulster is a gathering place of all McGraths from every nation. We are a strictly ‘not for profit’ society. We aim to use these pages and
our Facebook and Twitter (links below) to share in our culture, history and inheritance. Membership of the Clan McGrath is a right of birth, marriage or
adoption and we hope our on-line presence and our newsletter ‘THE TERMONER’ allow you an opportunity to explore your personal and family history.
Membership of the Society of the Clan McGrath of Ulster is open to all. We
hope you continue to enjoy your journey into your history and heritage. If you
have any article that you would like to see published or if you are compiling a
piece of work that you would like our website and newsletter to promote, please
contact the Society of the Clan McGrath by using the email address on the left.
We have a wealth of information on our history and are more than happy to
help where we can. Your story is our story.

We are on the web: www.clanmcgrath.org

“YOUR STORY
IS OUR STORY”

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/clanmcgrath

Twitter:

@Clan_McGrath

Ceann Fine Twitter: @ChiefMcGrath1

Events 2016
March
17 St. Patrick’s Day, Global Events
17 Fegan Clan Gathering, contact: webmaster@clanfegan.com
April
15/16 Clans of Ireland AGM, Hibernian Club, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin
22/24 McKenna Clan Gathering, contact: clanmckenna@gmail.com
June
23/26 McGrath Clan Gathering, contact: clanmcgrathmedia@gmail.com
26/3 July Egan Clan Gathering, contact: michael.egan@mjse.ie
July
16 Dorrough of Fermanagh, Alabama USA, contact: www.odubhdara.com
August
19/20 Mannion Clan Gathering, contact: joe@mannionclan.org
21 McCabe Clan Rally, contact: brianfrancis.mccabe@gmail.com
September
14/18 Clan Chaonhánach Gathering , contact: www.kavanaghfamily.com

