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NEWSLETTER OF THE CLAN MCGRATH SOCIETY

A Clan of Finte na hÉireannn 2018

Our Clan Society………..
By birth, adoption or marriage
you are already a member of
the Clan McGrath as a right of
your heritage. However, we
are obliged by the Executive
Council of Clans of Ireland to
maintain a list of registered
members. Our membership list
is also a great way for us to
continue to develop and promote our clan connections.
Registered membership is
FREE. To receive regular updates on clan activity and for
further information contact:
info@clanmcgrath.org
www.clanmcgrath.org
facebook.com/clanmcgrath

T H E C L A N M C G R AT H S O C I E T Y
‘ M O VI NG FO RWAR D TO G E TH E R ’
Welcome to the 7th edition
of the official newsletter of
the Cumann Chlann Mhic
Craith / Clan McGrath Society. As we move into Autumn
we have news from across
the busy summer period,
including the Cans of Ireland,
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) which took place in
Dublin. The Clan McGrath
Society was represented by
two of our Clan Council
members
including
the
Ceann Fine, Seán Alexander
McGrath and our Ard Runaí /
General Secretary, Louise.
The AGM brought together
many representatives of Irish
clan organisations and historic families and was an opportunity to reflect on the progress that has been made in
the past year and explore
new ideas to promote our
history and heritage. We will
keep you informed on events

and developments in this
publication and through our
website and social media.
Over the summer we have
also embarked on further
planning for our International McGrath Clan Gathering
in 2020 and in this edition of
the The Termoner, we will
provide an update on what
we have in store including
the best of northern hospitality, culture and craic.
I encourage you, from wherever you are, to become
involved in making our 2020
International McGrath Gathering a huge success by
getting involved in our Society and spreading the word,
that the Clan McGrath is
moving forward together.
Please use our hash-tag
when posting Clan McGrath
related social media posts:
#mcgrathgathering2020
The Editor.
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SUPPORT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE...
Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / the Clan McGrath Society operates two official Facebook pages.
The links to these pages are as follows:

www.facebook.com/clanmcgrath
www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020
Our Clan McGrath Facebook page has now over 1200 followers and is updated daily. Our
McGrath Clan Gathering 2020 Facebook page keeps you up-to-date with developments. Please
LIKE and SHARE our pages. Also, when posting McGrath related social media, why not tag with
our gather hash-tag #mcgrathgathering2020 and help spread our Clan network.

LIKE & SHARE, LIKE & SHARE, LIKE & SHARE, LIKE & SHARE….….…….TODAY !!!

JOIN THE SOCIETY TODAY:
To register is simple, as a member of
the Clan McGrath Society please
email:
info@clanmcgrath.org and
provide the following
information:
1. Your Name
2. Your mailing address.
3. Your email address
4. Location and details of your earliest known McGrath ancestor.

1

THE TERMONER
NEWSLETTER OF THE CUMANN CHLANN MHIC CRAITH /
CLAN MCGRATH SOCIETY

CLANS OF IRELAND ANN UAL GENERAL MEETING, DUBLIN
The beautiful and historic Georgian St. Stephen’s Green Hibernian Club was
the venue for this year’s Clans of Ireland / Finte na hÉireann Annual General
Meeting. The Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / Clan McGrath Society was represented by Ceann Fine (Chief / Chieftain) Seán Alexander McGrath and our
Ard Runaí (Secretary) Louise McGrath.
Attending for the weekend, on Friday 13th April our representatives where
hosted at the Royal Irish Academy by Ms. Sophie Evans and enjoyed a lecture on Academy manuscripts of genealogical interest. Then followed a visit
to the Office of the Chief Herald of Ireland, where our representatives were
hosted by Ms. Ciara Kerrigan and had the opportunity to view the original
grants of arms to some of Ireland’s great historic figures.
The AGM was convened on Saturday 14th April and the agenda included an
overview of the last 12 month’s activities and the election of new Directors.
The day also included an address by Ciaran Cannon TD, Irish Minister for the
Diaspora and International Development.

Pictured rom left Sir Conor O’Brien, An Cathaoirleach, Gearóid Ó Ceallaigh, the
McGrath Ceann Fine, Seán Alexander McGrath and Minister Ciaran Cannon TD

Minister Cannon reflected on the importance of the Irish diaspora and their contribution to the cultural life of Ireland and ensuring its continued influence across
the globe.
The Clans of Ireland Order of Merit followed and recognised the contribution of a
number of individuals in advancing the aims of Clans of Ireland and the cultural
and heritage of Ireland, Irish clans and historic families. The AGM also presented
and awarded the winner of the 2017 Chiefs and Clans essay competition and saw
the launch of a new publication, an anthology of essays on Gaelic Ireland.
The AGM also enjoyed lectures on ‘Remembering the genealogical rules in the
digital age’ by Nora Keohane Hickey and an ‘Introduction to DNA testing as part
of Irish Clan studies’ by Parick Guinness KCEG, KLJ.
Sir Conor O’Brien representing the Standing Council of Irish Chiefs and
Chieftains and Gearóid Ó Ceallaigh, An Cathaoirleach of Clans of Ireland
sign the new Memorandum of Understanding.

A new initiative in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
signed between the Standing Council of Irish Chiefs and Chieftains and Clans of
Ireland. The MOU will serve to bring both bodies closer together in the work of
promoting and preserving Irish Clans and historic families and will see greater partnership in perusing joint initiatives and projects.
The meeting finished with the launch of a new initiative, ‘Friends of Clans of Ireland’ by Dr. Vincent O’Carroll and closing remarks
were made by Clans of Ireland An Cathaoirleach, Gearóid Ó Ceallaigh. Later an evening meals was enjoyed in the Hibernian Club.

Representatives of Irish Clans and Historic Families gather for the Clans of Ireland AGM in Dublin, Ireland
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R O C K O F C A S H E L F U L LY R E O P E N S A F T E R E I G H T Y E A R
C O N S E R VAT I O N P R O J E C T
The Rock of Cashel is one of Ireland’s most visited attractions and
after an eight year conservation project, has now fully reopened.
Visitors to the rock, over the course of the conservation period,
will have become familiar with the scaffolding and coverings
which were necessary to carry out the important work on the
Romanesque style Cormac’s Chapel. The beautiful chapel dates
from the 12th century and is situated on the south-west side of
main cathedral complex. The chapel contains important wall
paintings and carvings which are uniquely Irish in style. Unfortunately during the period of conservation it was difficult for those
seeking to explore up-close the McGrath links to the site. Under
the covers lay the tomb of our infamous clansman Archbishop
Miler Magrath, a man who offered a unique contribution to the
ecclesiastical and political history of Ireland. Thankfully after the
completion of this important conservation work the scaffolding
and coverings have been removed and Miler’s tomb is now revealed and can be visited
again.
Miler was born in the ancient McGrath territories of Termonmagrath in Ulster. During the turbulent period of the 16th century Miler skilfully, if controversially, negotiated the tide of religious and
political change and secured himself the Anglican archbishopric of Cashel. His deep involvement in
the politics of the time are well recorded and his life and times will feature prominently in the International McGrath Clan Gathering 2020, when we will have the opportunity to explore his birthplace, his family history, his Castle in Ulster and the life of our McGrath ancestors in this period.
The Rock of Cashel, or St. Patrick’s Rock, has been a seat of power from at least the 4th century
when it was the site of the inauguration site of Kings of Munster. Following the coming of Christianity, it was gifted to the Church and the cathedral was developed. The site is now managed by the
Irish Office of Public Works as a national monument and open to the public.

SAMHAIN—THE IRISH ROOTS OF HALLOWEEN

Preserved Jack O’Lantern c.1850, a far cry
from the friendly smiling pumpkin. Museum
of Country Life, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
www.museum.ie

As the harvest season ends and we move
from Autumn to Winter, we have developed
many ways of marking the changes of the
seasons. In Ireland we remember the true
origins of the ancient Irish Celtic festival of
Halloween and the tradition of the lantern.
Pictured left is an original Jack O'Lantern
c.1850. Exhibited and preserved in the Museum of Country Life in Co. Mayo, Ireland.
Halloween started with the Irish festival of
Samhain or 'All Hallows Eve', which then
became known as Halloween. This was a
time of year when the largely rural people
of Ireland believed the veil between this
world and the next was at its weakest and
spirits roamed the world. This tradition led
to the Irish people making their own protective spirit representations by carving grotesque faces into turnips, potatoes and
beets, placing them by their homes to
frighten away wandering evil spirits.
Irish migrants in the 19th century brought
this practice across the Atlantic to the USA
where they discovered that Pumpkins were

easier to carve than Turnips. So it’s to the
Irish people and our ancient folklore and tradition that we owe the origins of the modern
pumpkin lanterns. The pumpkin has now become linked to the celebration of Halloween
right across the world from Canada to China.
When you carve your pumpkin this Halloween, light the candle in memory of this great
Irish export that has stood the test of time
and to the people who went before us, preserving their culture and traditions for the

Halloween celebrations in China.
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I N H I S T O R Y — T H E S E C O N D B AT T L E O F V I N E G A R H I L L
The Castle Hill Prison rebellion of 1804 took place in the British colony of New South Wales in the area of modern day Sydney, Australia. The rebellion was led by Irish veterans of the failed United Irishmen rising of 1798 and the further rising led by Robert Emmet in
Dublin and Thomas Russell in Ulster in 1803. The Castle Hill rebellion culminated in an armed engagement named the Second Battle of
Vinegar Hill, in recognition of the United Irishmen who had fought the first battle of Vinegar Hill in Co. Wexford, Ireland in 1798.
Irish rebels and convicted felons including many
McGraths where transported to Australia, a prison
colony, to serve sentences in penal servitude. Conditions were harsh and many perished on the journey
and while in chains. Transportation was generally for
petty crimes. The veteran Irish rebels had been transported as exiles without trial. Led by Philip Cunningham, a veteran of 1798 and William Johnston, another Irish convict, they planned an uprising in which
nearly 700 convicts at Castle Hill Prison Farm would
rendezvous with 1,000 convicts from the Hawkesbury River area, rally at Constitution Hill and march
on Sydney itself. The aim was to overthrow the status quo and establish Irish rule in the colony. Then
obtain ships and sail back to Ireland to revive the
failed Irish Rebellion of 1803.
On the 4th March 1804, a John Cavenah set fire to
his hut, signalling the start of the convict rebellion.
Cunningham, leading up to 300 rebels broke into government stores and gathered firearms, ammunition and other weapons. As news
of the rebellion spread, panic among the colonists ensued. The British governor declared martial law and troops were mustered from
the New South Wales Corps, and militia. A curfew was introduced and an amnesty offered to rebels who surrendered within 24 hours.
On Constitution Hill, Cunningham and Johnston drilled the rebels. Cunningham as a veteran of previous rebellions understood the
importance of secrecy, communications and coordination. However, orders being transported to rebel camps were intercepted and
key areas failed to rise. Having declared their hand and facing well organised redcoats backed by local militia the rebels led by Cunningham retreated west towards Hawkesbury in the hope of gathering reinforcements and meeting rebels from Green Hills. Despite
the failure to rise in key areas, the rebels had secured about a third of all the arms in the colony. However, numbers now quickly dwindled, the element of surprise was lost. During the short period of the rebellion, the rebels had declared the colony ’New Ireland’.
Major George Johnston, led troops in pursuit of the retreating rebels. Johnston located the main
rebel army now numbering only 230 to 260 men. Johnston called on the rebels to surrender and take
advantage of the amnesty. This failing the Major sent a Roman Catholic priest Father James Dixon to
appeal to them to surrender. By this time the main bulk of the British forces were now on the field.
Major Johnston came again to parley, the rebel leaders Cunningham and Johnston came down from
the rebel camp. Major Johnston demanded their surrender, the answer he received from Cunningham was, “DEATH OR LIBERTY”. The parley over, the rebels and the redcoats withdrew to their lines.
The NSW Corps and the militia formed up in firing lines, the order was given and 15 minutes of musket fire ensued, cutting Cunningham down, wounded with sword in hand. Now leaderless, the rebels
tried to return fire but were hopelessly outgunned. The rebels broke rank and dispersed .
The battle left at least 15 rebels dead, in the aftermath it was reported Major Johnston raised his pistol to his own troops to temper
their enthusiasm for the fight, preventing a slaughter as the rebels withdrew. Around 230 rebels were captured over the ensuing days.
As well as the 15 killed on the field, it is estimated a further 24 died in engagements during the rebellion but is difficult to account for
the true cost in blood and men. A further 9 including the leaders Cunningham (badly wounded but alive) and Johnston were court
martialled and hanged. Further punishments followed for the remaining rebels included gibbeting, whipping, allocation to chain gangs
and coal mines. The majority of rebels were returned to their places of servitude to serve out the remainder of their sentences.
Martial law was lifted on 10th March 1804, only 6 days after the rebellion commenced, but this did not end the insurgency, Irish plots
continued and the colonial government and its informers were kept busy with the military on constant standby for the next 3 years. A
monument commemorating the battle was erected at Castlebrook Memorial Park, on Windsor Road, Rouse Hill, it was dedicated on
the 5th March 1988.
While the Castle Hill rebellion was ultimately unsuccessful, it did serve as inspiration for another famous uprising in Australia. Identifying with the ideals of liberty, justice and freedom espoused by the Irish rebels both in Australian and Ireland, the participants in the
Eureka Stockade in 1854 , used the secret password “VINEGAR HILL”.
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M C G R AT H S H I L L , N E W S O U T H W A L E S , A U S T R A L I A
The Castle Hill rebellion, also known as the Second Battle of Vinegar Hill was an episode in the long and turbulent history in the making of the modern nation state of Australia. As a people seeking a new life through immigration or forced into a new life through
transportation and penal servitude, the Clan McGrath has played its part.
With a special focus ‘down-under’, this edition of The Termoner follows our Ceann Fine Seán Alexander McGrath and
his wife Louise on their travels to Australia, where they had
the opportunity to unfurl the International McGrath Clan
Gathering 2020 banner at Sydney Harbour and to visit
McGraths Hill, the Blue Mountains, Hunter Valley and learn of
the history of the settlers who came to Australia and formed
the multi-cultural, modern nation it is today.
McGraths Hill is now a suburb of Sydney, the regional capital
of New South Wales. It is located 53KM from the city centre
and is in the local government area of Hawkesbury. If you
have read our previous article on the Second Battle of Vinegar
Hill you will be aware that this was an area at the centre of
the rebellion.

Ceann Fine Seán Alexander McGrath visits McGrath’s Hill

McGraths Hill is bounded in the north-west by South Creek,
shortly before it enters the Hawkesbury River and is named
after James McGrath. James was one of those convicts, transported from Ireland to Australia in 1802. and arriving just 2
years before the Second Battle of Vinegar Hill, we can safely
assume that James was a prisoner at that time when the rebellion was in full flow.

This was still and early time in the colonisation of Australia and convicts had only started arriving in 1788. By the end of transportation in 1868, some 162,000 convicts had been transported to various penal colonies in Australia, 20 % were women.
Political prisoners made up a proportion of convicts. They arrived in waves corresponding to political unrest in Britain and Ireland.
They included the First Scottish Martyrs in 1794, British Naval Mutineers in 1797 and 1801, Irish rebels from rebellions in 1798, 1803,
1548 and 1868, Scots rebels 1820, Yorkshire rebels 1820 and 1822, leaders of the Merthyr Tydfil rising of 1831, the Tolpuddle Martyrs of 1834 and many others, the victims and perpetrators of political strife across the British Empire.
Transportation, on the whole, was reserved for petty crimes and those engaged as activists in political agitation ans struggles, more
serious crimes were punishable by death. Having served their sentence and once emancipated, most ex-convicts stayed in Australia
and joined the free settlers. Some ex-convicts rose to prominent positions in society. For modern Australians, to have a convict in
your lineage is now a cause for celebration. Around 20% of Australians are descended from transported convicts.
James McGrath was transported to Australia in the convict ship
the Hercules. Having arrived in Australia as a convict, he served
his sentence and over time, through hard labour, raised the funds
to purchase land, or as in some instances, was gifted land to work
for the benefit of the colony. By 1812 he was owner of the land
now named after him and possibly his family goup, McGraths Hill.
The original inhabitants of the area were the Darug people, they
were the custodians of what is now the greater Sydney area. They
were divided into a number of different clans, sadly their demise
on the arrival of Europeans means we know little of the history of
their life here. The neighbouring area of Windsor has early colonial
buildings including Australia’s oldest Catholic church built in 1840.
In McGraths Hill itself is the oldest surviving Methodist cemetery
in Australia. Contaiing a number of fine Victorian monuments it is
beautifully sited, overlooking the floodplain towards Windsor.
Launching the 2020 Gathering in Sydney, Australia
The McGrath Ceann Fine also had the opportunity during his visit
to launch the International McGrath Clan Gathering 2020 in person at the Sydney Harbour Bridge in Australia. Many McGraths are
now resident in Australia and New Zealand and membership of Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / Clan McGrath Society includes many
Aussies and Kiwis. We look forward to welcoming you all home to Ireland in 2020.
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About Us:
The Clan McGrath and the Cumann Chlann Mhic Craith / Clan McGrath Society is a gathering place for all McGraths from every nation. We are a strictly ‘not for profit’ society and
strictly independent from local government or tourism bodies and business interests. Our
society is based in our ancient home in Ulster. We aim to use these pages and our Facebook and Twitter (links below) to share our culture, history and heritage. Membership of
the Clan McGrath is a right of birth, marriage or adoption. Membership of Clan McGrath
Society is open to all. We welcome articles for publication and submissions can be made to
the email address below. We have a wealth of information on our history and are more
than happy to help where we can. Your story is our story.

We are on the web:
www.clanmcgrath.org

“YOUR STORY
IS OUR STORY”

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/clanmcgrath
www.facebook.com/mcgrathclangathering2020
Clan McGrath Twitter:

@Clan_McGrath

Ceann Fine Twitter:

@ChiefMcGrath1

General Enquiries:

info@clanmcgrath.org

Events Autumn / Winter 2018-19
October 2018
Developments in O’Neil Genealogy
O’Neill DNA Project
20th October 2018
For more info visit website: www.oneillclans.com

December 2018
Ó Leathlobhair Clan
Annual Christmas Dinner
Friday 8th December, Seven Oaks Hotel, Carlow, Ireland.
For more info email: oleathlobhair@gmail.com

January 2019
MacCostello Clan Gathering
31st Januuary 2019
The Shebeen, Mississsauga, Canada.
For more info email: closclan@rogers.com
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